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By filing made in the above-captioned proceeding with the Superintendent of Insurance on September 12, 2007, Consumers for Affordable Health Care (“CAHC”) applied to intervene as a matter of right pursuant to the provisions of 5 M.R.S.A. § 9054(1).  CAHC asserts that it is Maine’s largest consumer health coalition comprised of over one hundred members, including thirty-seven businesses and organizations, with a collective membership representing the health care and coverage interests of over 200,000 Maine citizens.  CAHC further asserts that its members will or may be substantially and directly affected by the determination in this proceeding because its members include: (a) purchasers of individual health insurance, including HealthChoice enrollees, whose rates and/or coverage may be affected; and (b) uninsured and underinsured individuals in need of affordable coverage whose ability to secure and/or maintain such may be affected by the outcome of this proceeding.

The Superintendent does not necessarily disagree with CAHC’s contention that its members will or may be substantially and directly affected by this proceeding.  The issue before the Superintendent on CAHC’s application for intervention as a matter of right, however, is not whether CAHC’s members will or may be substantially and directly affected by the proceeding but whether CAHC itself is or may be, or is a member of a class which is or may be, substantially and directly affected by the proceedings.  The Superintendent finds that CAHC has failed to establish that the organization is or may be, or is a member of a class which is or may be, substantially and directly affected by the proceeding.

For reasons including but limited to the foregoing, the Superintendent DENIES the application by CAHC for intervention as a matter of right under 5 M.R.S.A. § 9054(1), but GRANTS permissive intervention to CAHC under 5 M.R.S.A. § 9054(2) as an interested person with full party status.  As a party to the proceeding, CAHC shall be bound by the procedural requirements set forth in Title 24-A of the Maine Revised Statutes, Bureau of Insurance Rule Ch. 350, the Administrative Procedure Act at Title 5 of the Maine Revised Statutes, and all procedural orders issued by the Superintendent during the course of this proceeding.  As of this date, the Superintendent has issued a Procedural Order, dated September 12, 2007, and a Protective Order, dated September 14, 2007.

PER ORDER OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF INSURANCE
Dated:  September 14, 2007 
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ERIC A. CIOPPA, Acting Superintendent
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